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65th Ramon Magsaysay Awards 2023 Winners List

The Ramon Magsaysay Award, often called the ‘Nobel Prize of
Asia’, is a notable accolade that represents exceptional spirit
and influential leadership. This year, in the ceremony’s 65th
edition, four Asians were given the Ramon Magsaysay Award,
joining the ranks of Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, Mother Teresa, Dalai
Lama, Satyajit Ray, and many others. They are Korvi Rakshand
from Bangladesh, Eugenio Lemos from Timor-Leste, Miriam
Coronel-Ferrer from the Philippines, and Dr Ravi Kannan R.
from India. The award carries a certificate, a medallion bearing
the likeness of the late President, and a cash prize of USD
50,000.
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Ramon Magsaysay Award 2023 Winners

Korvi Rakshand, Bangladesh

Korvi Rakshand, the founder of the non-profit organisation
JAAGO Foundation, is the 13th Bangladeshi to have received
the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award. Since its inception in
2007,
government-recognised English language education to over
30,000 students throughout Bangladesh.

Ramon

JAAGO has grown exponentially; providing free,

Magsaysay Award Foundation, Rakshand was
recognised for his notable work in developing inclusive
education for the underprivileged children in Bangladesh, which
has further led to local youths adopting much-needed societal

changes.

Eugenio Lemos, Timor-Leste

Eugenio Lemos, from the Southeast Asian country of Timor-

Leste, is an agriculture expert who has helped the Timorese
community embrace new ways to appreciate agriculture and
nature preservation. Since his university days, Lemos promoted
organic farming, and after being introduced to modern
sustainable agrosystems, he started working on implementing
similar methods alongside the traditional Timorese culture.

In 2001, established the

Permakultura Timor-Lorosa’e (Permatil), which hosts training

Lemos organisation called
camps for youths aged seventeen and above. In this training
program, the students are taught lessons on water and natural
resource management, agriculture, aquaculture, and
agroforestry.

According to the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation, Lemos
is an activist, a songwriter, and a singer, who isn’t shy of using
his songs to talk about social issues to the general public. He is
known by his local community as a down-to-earth individual
who has made notable contributions to how young Timorese

views nature and their surroundings.
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Miriam Coronel-Ferrer, Philippines

Since the late 1970s, Miriam Coronel-Ferrer has played notable
contributions in settling war disputes and resisting her country’s
martial rule. This peace negotiator from the Philippines was
part of the drafting of the country’s first ‘National Action Plan
on Women, Peace, and Security’, an agenda that was
eventually officially adopted in 2010.

Coronel-Ferrer is known for her strong stance on global political
issues and for endorsing inclusivity, being appointed the
Chairperson for the Philippine Government’s Peace Panel in
2012. She co-founded the group called Southeast Asian Women
Peace Mediators in 2020, providing a safe dialogue space for
women in the Phillippines and other Asian countries such as
Myanmar and Afghanistan.

According to the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation,
Coronel-Ferrer was recognised for the award due to her
“unwavering belief in the transformative power of non-violent
strategies in peacebuilding”, among other notable contributions
that have made her a powerful voice that promotes inclusion,
demotes violence, and preaches peace for women everywhere.
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Dr Ravi Kannan R., India

Dr Ravi Kannan R., the first formally trained oncologist in the
Cachar Cancer Hospital and Research Centre (CCHRC), helped
develop the non-profit facility to become the full-fledged,
comprehensive treatment centre it is known as today. The
current CCHRC is home to twenty-eight departments, including
but not limited to various aspects of cancer care such as
oncology, radiology, tumour registry, etc.

CCHRC, under Kannan’s leadership, aims to become a state-of-
the-art cancer centre where no patient, regardless of
background or status, will be denied appropriate cancer
treatment. The hospital’s mantra revolves around taking care of
anyone in need of cancer care, with special emphasis on taking
care of families suffering from poverty or grief.

According to the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation, Kannan
was selected for this year's award because of his strong
devotion to his medical profession, focusing on what medicine
is truly for: pro-health and people-centred treatment. Kannan
and his institution have helped millions in India, including locals
from Assam, find a reliable and inclusive healthcare facility.

India Forms Committee To Explore Possibility Of ‘One Nation,
One Election’: Report

On 1st September, the Indian government announced the
formation of a committee led by former President of India, Ram
Nath Kovind, to delve into the feasibility of ‘One Nation, One
Election.” This development follows the government’s
announcement to hold a special parliamentary session from
September 18th to 22nd, 2023, which has led to curiosity about
the session’s purpose.

Understanding ‘One Nation, One Election’

‘One Nation, One Election’ is a concept aimed at synchronizing
elections for the Lok Sabha (the lower house of India’s
Parliament) and all state assemblies. The central idea is to hold
these elections simultaneously, either on a single day or within
a specific time frame. This proposal has garnered strong
support from Prime Minister Narendra Modi, reflecting the
government’s seriousness as a series of elections loom on the
horizon. Notably, assembly polls in five states are scheduled for
November or December this year, followed by the expected Lok
Sabha elections in May-June 2024.

2 | www.bankersadda.com |

www.sscadda.com |

www.careerpower.in | Adda247 App


http://www.bankersadda.com/
http://www.sscadda.com/
http://www.careerpower.in/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adda247.app&hl=en
https://www.adda247.com/product-testseries/25867/bank-test-mate-unlock-unlimited-tests-for-ibps-rrb-po-clerk-ibps-po-clerk-rbi-grade-b-assistant-lic-aao-ado-others-exams-2023-2024-complete-online-test-series-by-adda247?examCategory=ibps-rrb-po-clerk

Addai247

Addal247!

Weekly One Liners 28th August to 03rd of September 2023

Pros of ‘One Nation, One Election’

e Cost Efficiency: One of the primary benefits of this
proposal is the significant reduction in the cost of
conducting elections. Currently, separate elections at
various levels require substantial financial resources, and
streamlining them could result in substantial savings.

e Administrative and Security Efficiency: Simultaneous
elections would alleviate the burden on administrative
and security forces, which are repeatedly engaged in
election duties during separate polls. This streamlining
could lead to better resource allocation and efficiency in
these critical areas.

e Enhanced Governance: With ‘One Nation, One Election,
the government can focus more on governance rather than
being in a perpetual election mode. Frequent elections
often disrupt policy
continuity of important initiatives.

implementation and hinder the

o Higher Voter Turnout: According to the Law Commission,
simultaneous elections have the potential to increase voter
turnout. It simplifies the voting process for citizens,
making it easier to participate in multiple elections at once.

Cons of ‘One Nation, One Election’

e  Constitutional and Legal Challenges: Implementing ‘One
Nation, One Election’” would necessitate changes to the
Constitution and other legal frameworks. It would require a

from state

constitutional amendment and approval

assemblies. While not a new concept, it has been
attempted only four times in the 1950s and 60s when India
had fewer states and a smaller population.

e Potential Overshadowing of Regional Issues: Critics argue
that ‘One Nation, One Election’ could overshadow regional
issues with national ones, potentially affecting the
electoral outcomes at the state level. This could undermine
the representation of regional interests.

e Political Consensus: Gaining the consensus of all political
parties is a significant hurdle. Opposition parties have
expressed reservations and opposition to ‘One Nation, One
Election,” citing over its

concerns feasibility and

implications for federalism.

Anticipating Insights from the September 2023 Special
Parliamentary Session on Electoral Reform

The forthcoming special session of Parliament in September
2023

government’s intentions and its approach to this ambitious

is expected to provide valuable insights into the

electoral reform. Regardless of the outcome, the debate

surrounding ‘One Nation, One Election’ underscores the

importance of ensuring efficient, transparent, and

representative democratic processes in India.

ISRO Aditya L1 Mission Launched

ISRO Aditya L1 Mission Launched

ISRO Aditya L1 mission was launched successfully on
September 2, 2023 at 11:50 AM IST from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota, India. The mission is India’s first
dedicated solar mission and will study the Sun’s atmosphere,
including the chromosphere and corona. It will also study the
solar wind and its interaction with the Earth’s atmosphere.

The Aditya L1 spacecraft is a 1.5-ton satellite that is equipped
with seven payloads. The payloads will study the Sun’s
atmosphere using a variety of methods, including remote
sensing and in-situ measurements. The spacecraft will be placed
in a halo orbit around the Sun-Earth Lagrange Point 1 (L1),
which is located about 1.5 million kilometers from Earth.

The Aditya L1 mission is expected to last for five years. During
this time, it will collect valuable data about the Sun that will
help scientists to better understand its behavior and its impact
on Earth.

Here are some more details about the Aditya L1 mission:

e The mission is named after Aditya, the Hindu god of the
Sun.

e The spacecraft is about the size of a refrigerator and weighs
1.5 tons.

It is equipped with seven payloads:

1. Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC): This payload will
image the solar corona in the visible light spectrum. It will
help to study the structure and dynamics of the corona,
and to understand the mechanisms that heat it up.

2. Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT): This payload
will image the solar chromosphere and transition region in
the ultraviolet light spectrum. It will help to study the
heating and dynamics of these layers, and to understand
the origin of the solar wind.

3. Solar Low Energy X-ray Spectrometer (SoLEXS): This
payload will measure the spectrum of the solar X-rays. It
will help to study the solar flares and coronal mass
ejections, and to understand the physics of the solar
atmosphere.

4. High Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray Spectrometer (HEL1OS): This
payload will measure the spectrum of the solar X-rays in
the high-energy range. It will help to study the solar flares
and coronal mass ejections, and to understand the
acceleration of particles in the solar atmosphere.

5. Plasma Analyser Package For Aditya (PAPA): This payload
will measure the properties of the solar wind plasma, such
as its density, temperature, and composition. It will help to
study the interaction between the solar wind and the
Earth’s magnetosphere.

6. Aditya Solar wind Particle Experiment(ASPEX): This
payload will measure the properties of the energetic
particles in the solar wind, such as their energy, charge, and
mass. It will help to study the acceleration of particles in
the solar atmosphere, and the effects of these particles on
the Earth’s atmosphere and environment.
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7. Solar Irradiance Monitor (SIM): This payload will measure .
the solar irradiance, which is the total amount of energy
emitted by the Sun. It will help to study the variability of
the solar irradiance, and its effects on the Earth’s climate.

e  The spacecraft will be placed in a halo orbit around the
Sun-Earth Lagrange Point 1 (L1), which is located about
1.5 million kilometers from Earth.

e The mission is expected to last for five years.

The Aditya L1 mission is a major milestone for the Indian space
program and will contribute significantly to our understanding
of the Sun. The data collected by the mission will help scientists
to better understand the Sun’s atmosphere, its magnetic field,
and its impact on Earth. This information will be invaluable for
predicting space weather events, which can have a significant
impact on our planet

National Affairs

e President Droupadi Murmu unveiled a commemorative
coin in honor of the legendary actor and former chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh, late N T Rama Rao. The
ceremony took place at the esteemed Rashtrapati Bhavan
Cultural Centre, marking the centenary year of N T Rama
Rao’s remarkable life and contributions. (Click here to read
the article)

e Akashvani, India’s national public radio broadcaster,
organized a special event on 28th August in New Delhi as
part of the Know India Programme (KIP), an initiative
under the aegis of Ministry of External Affairs. The event
witnessed the participation of around 55 students of
Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) who had gathered from
various corners of the world. (Click here to read the article)

o The National Council of Educational Research and Training )
(NCERT) has taken a significant step towards fostering
patriotism and inculcating core values in school children by
introducing a new chapter in the Class 7 English textbook.
The chapter, titled “A Homage to Our Brave Soldiers,”
revolves around the National War Memorial and its
profound significance in the history of India. (Click here to
read the article)

e India is now all set to open a climate change and health
hub in the national capital Delhi in partnership with the
Asian Development Bank (ADB). Earlier, India had bagged
the first WHO Centre for Global Traditional Medicine.
WHO Centre for Global Traditional Medicine was set up in
Jamnagar, Gujarat. (Click here to read the article)

e In a groundbreaking move towards a more sustainable
automotive industry, Union Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari introduced the world to a
remarkable innovation: a 100% ethanol-fueled variant of
Toyota’s Innova HyCross car. The newly unveiled car
stands as the world’s premier BS-VI (Stage-ll) electrified
flex-fuel vehicle, demonstrating the union of cutting-edge
technology and a commitment to reducing carbon
emissions. (Click here to read the article)

India, as the current chair of the Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) and the G20, is set to host the
first-ever Global IndiaAl 2023 Summit on October 14 and
15. This momentous event will bring together prominent
figures in the field of Artificial Intelligence (Al), including
researchers, startups, investors, and leading Al players,
from around the world. (Click here to read the article)

In an event organized by the South Indian Panchayat
Association in Coimbatore, Piyush Goyal, the Union
Minister of Textiles, inaugurated the statue of RK
Shanmugam Chetty, who served as the first Finance
Minister of independent India. (Click here to read the
article)

In a significant development for India’s energy sector,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that the 700
MW nuclear power plant located in Kakrapar, Gujarat, has
commenced its operations at maximum capacity. This
milestone marks a pivotal moment in India’s quest for
energy self-sufficiency and underscores the nation’s
commitment to harnessing indigenous nuclear technology.
(Click here to read the article)

The Ministry of Women and Child Development is
celebrating the 6th Rashtriya Poshan Maah throughout
September 2023. This vyear, the objective is to
comprehensively tackle malnutrition through a life-cycle
approach. The aim is to foster nutritional understanding
across India through a theme centered on “Suposhit
Bharat, Sakshar Bharat, Sashakt Bharat” (Nutrition-rich
India, Educated India, Empowered India). (Click here to
read the article)

On August 31, 2023, Union Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, accompanied by Gen Vijay Kumar
Singh (Retd), Minister of State for Civil Aviation, marked a
significant milestone with the inauguration of Utkela
Airport in Odisha. This development comes as part of the
ambitious UDAN (Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme,
aimed at enhancing regional air connectivity across India.
(Click here to read the article)
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States in the News

The Indian city of Kolkata has taken a significant step
forward by adopting an Air Quality Early Warning System
(AQEWS), developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) based in Pune. This system offers both
real-time air pollution data and forecasts, with the
objective of enhancing readiness and facilitating measures
to tackle the escalating air pollution levels within the city.
(Click here to read the article)

In a significant move aimed at enhancing decentralization
of governance and improving the convergence of line
departments, the Assam cabinet has taken a bold step by
creating four new districts that were previously abolished
last year in December. With the addition of these new
districts, Assam’s total district count will reach 35. The
newly formed districts are Hojai, Biswanath, Tamulpur,
and Bajali. (Click here to read the article)

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
27 August raised the financial aid given to women in the
Ladli Behna Scheme from X1,000 to 1,250 per month.
Apart from this, the MP CM also announced 35 percent
reservation for them in government jobs and said cooking
gas cylinders will be provided to women at X450 in August
to mark ‘Sawan’. (Click here to read the article)

In the first quarter of the fiscal year 2023-24, Maharashtra
has emerged as the front-runner in attracting Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI). Deputy Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis proudly announced that the state secured the top
position by attracting FDI amounting to Rs 36,634 crore.
This noteworthy achievement places Maharashtra ahead of
other prominent states like Delhi, Karnataka, and
Telangana, whose cumulative FDI values trail behind. (Click
here to read the article)

Nagaland has taken a pioneering step in the North Eastern
region by launching the Aadhaar-Linked Birth Registration
(ALBR) system. This groundbreaking initiative focuses on
simplifying the procedures of birth registration and
Aadhaar enrolment for children aged 0 to 5 years. (Click
here to read the article)

International Affairs

Emmerson Mnangagwa has been declared the winner of
Zimbabwe’s presidential election, securing a second term
as the nation’s leader. The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission
(ZEC) announced Mnangagwa as the victor with 52.6% of
the vote, while his closest rival, Nelson Chamisa of the
Citizens’ Coalition for Change (CCC), trailed behind at 44%.
(Click here to read the article)

The Kampala Ministerial Declaration on Migration,
Environment, and Climate Change (KDMECC) is a
significant agreement adopted by 48 African countries to
address the complex relationship between human mobility
and climate change. This declaration, initially signed by 15

African states in 2022, provides an action-oriented
framework for member states to manage climate-induced
migration effectively. (Click here to read the article)

The ORON aircraft, a result of Israel’s Defense Ministry’s
groundbreaking  progress, signifies a  remarkable
advancement in the nation’s military capabilities. This
intelligence-gathering aircraft is poised to revolutionize
Israel’s defense strategy with its cutting-edge technology
and capabilities. (Click here to read the article)

Gabon, an oil-producing country in Central Africa, has
experienced a coup led by military officers. President Ali
Bongo was placed under house arrest after being declared
the winner of a disputed election. This marks the eighth
coup in West and Central Africa since 2020, reflecting a
trend of democratic setbacks in the region. Other countries
like Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso, and Chad have also
witnessed military takeovers, raising concerns for regional
stability and foreign interests. (Click here to read the
article)

Russia is set to embark on a historic journey by launching
its first Islamic banking pilot program on September 1. With
a considerable Muslim population of approximately 25
million, the move aims to tap into the potential of Islamic
finance, which has already had a presence through
institutions but lacked official recognition. President
Vladimir Putin’s recent endorsement of the initiative
signifies a significant step towards embracing Islamic
banking principles in the country. (Click here to read the
article)

In a remarkable endeavor to strengthen trade relations
between India and the United States within the electronics
sector, the Indian Cellular & Electronics Association (ICEA)
has established a dedicated task force. With a goal to
elevate the current Indo-US electronics trade, currently at
$8 billion, to an ambitious $100 billion within the next
decade, this initiative follows collaborative efforts initiated

after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state visit to the
United States last month. (Click here to read the article)

In a significant move, Governor Brian Kemp of the U.S.
state of Georgia has officially declared that the month of
October will be celebrated as ‘Hindu Heritage Month’
within the state. This proclamation aligns Georgia with
several other states across the United States that have
taken similar steps to honor and commemorate Hindu
heritage, culture, values, and traditions. (Click here to read
the article)

In a significant political development, Indian-origin
economist Tharman Shanmugaratnam has emerged
victorious in Singapore’s presidential election. This victory
is especially noteworthy as it comes after a gap of ten
years, marking the country’s first contested presidential
polls since 2011. (Click here to read the article)
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Agreements/MoUs Signed

In a significant step towards elevating the status of football
in Maharashtra, the state government has entered into a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the renowned
German professional football league, Bundesliga. (Click
here to read the article)

In a significant move aimed at bolstering collaboration in
the field of civil aviation, the governments of India and
New Zealand have recently inked a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU). The MoU encompasses a wide array
of aspects within the aviation sector, ranging from the
introduction of new flight routes to code share services,
traffic rights, and capacity entitlement. (Click here to read
the article)

With its efforts to enhance security of the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR), especially on the eastern coast of Africa, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
between Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) and Kenya Shipyards
Limited (KSL) to strengthen maritime security cooperation
between the two nations. (Click here to read the article)
The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI
Aayog), the central think tank responsible for monitoring
India’s progress towards Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) have signed a significant Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) aimed at expediting India’s journey
towards achieving its SDGs. This collaboration underscores
the commitment to drive sustainable and inclusive

development in the country. (Click here to read the article)

Banking/Economy/Business News

Online grocery delivery startup Zepto has successfully
raised $200 million in a Series-E funding round, achieving a
valuation of $1.4 billion. This achievement marks Zepto as
the first unicorn of 2023. The funding was led by StepStone
Group, a US-based private markets investment firm, and is
StepStone Group’s inaugural direct investment in an Indian
company. (Click here to read the article)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted its approval
for the amalgamation of Akola Merchant Co-operative
Bank with The Jalgaon Peoples Co-operative Bank. This
strategic move is set to be enacted from August 28, as
announced by the central bank. (Click here to read the
article)

Airtel Payments Bank, in collaboration with Mastercard
Center and Frontier Markets, has introduced a
transformative initiative named She Leads Bharat:Udyam.
This initiative is designed to uplift 100,000 women-owned
small businesses by providing them with opportunities to
learn and earn. (Click here to read the article)

The State Bank of India (SBI) has taken a significant step
towards enhancing financial inclusivity and social welfare
by introducing an innovative Customer Service Points (CSP)
functionality. This functionality allows customers to
seamlessly enrol in essential social security schemes using
just their Aadhaar cards. The move was unveiled by SBI's
Chairman, Dinesh Khara, who emphasized the bank’s
commitment to breaking down barriers to financial security
through technology-driven solutions. (Click here to read
the article)

The latest government data reveals a noteworthy decline in
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows into India during
the first quarter of the fiscal year 2023-24. The decline,
amounting to 34%, saw FDI plummeting to $10.94 billion
from $16.58 billion in the same period of the previous fiscal
year. This downward trend was primarily influenced by
reduced investments in key sectors such as computer
hardware and software, telecommunications, automotive,
and pharmaceuticals. (Click here to read the article)

On 25th August, the Indian Cricket Board announced that
the IDFC First Bank has grabbed the title rights for home
international series of the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) for three years. The IDFC First Bank will
provide a sum of Rs.4.2 crore per international match.
(Click here to read the article)

In a significant partnership, ACME Group, a prominent
renewable energy company, has joined forces with Tata
Steel Special Economic Zone Ltd. (TSSEZL) to establish an
expansive green hydrogen and green ammonia project
within Odisha’s Gopalpur Industrial Park. This venture is
poised to become the largest facility of its kind in India,
marking a significant stride towards sustainable energy
production. (Click here to read the article)

Axis Bank, a prominent player in India’s private banking
sector, has taken a groundbreaking step by launching the
‘Infinity Savings Account.” This innovative savings account
variant is designed to cater to the needs of digitally savvy
customers who are avid users of subscription-based
services. (Click here to read the article)
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In a significant development, Bandhan Bank has been
granted authorization by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
serve as an authorized pension disbursement bank. This
authorization is in association with the Central Pension
Accounting Office (CPAO), a part of the Ministry of
Finance. The bank is set to collaborate closely with the
CPAO to initiate and streamline the process of disbursing
civil pensions. (Click here to read the article)

Punjab National Bank (PNB) has become the first public
sector bank to facilitate effortless credit availability for
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) via GST
invoices. The bank has unveiled a dedicated mobile
application for the GST Sahay scheme. This innovative
digital solution facilitates comprehensive lending
procedures based on GST invoices, ensuring a seamless
end-to-end process. (Click here to read the article)

In a significant economic development, India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) demonstrated robust growth,
surging to 7.8% in the first quarter of the fiscal year 2023-
2024, compared to a 6.1% growth rate recorded in the
preceding January-March quarter of the fiscal year 2022-
23. This acceleration is indicative of a positive economic
trajectory and holds great implications for the nation’s
financial landscape. (Click here to read the article)

In the first four months of the 2023-24 financial year,
India’s fiscal deficit has surged, surpassing a third of the
full-year target. This financial imbalance, measured as the
difference between government expenditure and revenue,
is a critical indicator of the government’s borrowing needs.
India's spending exceeded its earnings by 33.9% of the
annual target for 2023-24 in just 4 months. Revenue
collection also dipped. (Click here to read the article)
Viacom 18, a Reliance-owned media outlet, has emerged
victorious in the auction for media rights, encompassing
both digital and TV broadcasting, of India’s domestic
matches and BCCl-hosted domestic tournaments for the
next five years. The auction took place on August 31, 2023.
This significant acquisition complements Viacom 18’s
existing digital rights for the Indian Premier League (IPL)
and the FIFA World Cup rights for India. Let’s delve deeper
into the details. (Click here to read the article)

YES Bank, announced a significant development in the
digital currency space by launching UPI interoperability on
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) app. This move is poised to revolutionize
digital transactions and expand the reach of the Digital
Rupee (eX) across the nation. (Click here to read the
article)

Global rating agency Moody'’s Investor Service has revised
its economic growth projection for India, providing a
positive outlook for the year 2023. The agency has
increased its forecast for India’s Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) growth to 6.7 percent, up from the previous
estimate of 5.5 percent. This adjustment is attributed to
the notable performance in the second quarter, driven by
robust expansion in services and capital expenditures,
resulting in a 7.8 percent real GDP growth compared to the
previous year. (Click here to read the article)

In August, India witnessed a notable surge in Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collection, amounting to X1.59 trillion,
signifying an 11% increase compared to the same period
last year. This impressive growth can be attributed to
enhanced compliance and anti-evasion measures put in
place. (Click here to read the article)

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in India has achieved
a significant milestone by surpassing 10 billion monthly
transactions in August. This achievement was confirmed by
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the
Reserve Bank’s non-profit agency. UPI has been a key driver
of digital payments in India, and its rapid growth is
noteworthy. (Click here to read the article)

The Department of Public Enterprise (DPE) conferred
‘Navratna Status’ upon Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers
(RCF). Navratnas constitute a group of public sector firms
endowed with the financial independence to invest up to
Rs 1000 crore without necessitating approval from the
central government. Prior to this, the company had
attained ‘Miniratna Status’ from the Department of Public
Enterprise. (Click here to read the article)

Appointments/Resignations

In a meeting convened in Mumbai, the managing
committee of the Finance Industry Development Council
(FIDC) has appointed Mr. Umesh Revankar, who presently
serves as the Executive Vice Chairman for Shriram Finance
Limited, as the new Chairman of FIDC. This decision comes
in recognition of Revankar's extensive experience and
profound expertise in the financial services sector. (Click
here to read the article)

In a strategic move to secure the future leadership of
Reliance Industries, the chairman and managing director of
Reliance Industries Mukesh Ambani has initiated a
succession plan by appointing his three children, Isha
Ambani, Akash Ambani, and Anant Ambani, to the
company’s board. This significant development marks a
decisive step in ensuring a seamless transition of leadership
within the organization. (Click here to read the article)

Geetika Srivastava, currently serving as joint secretary at
the headquarters of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
will be India’s new chargé d’affaires at its high commission
in Islamabad, Pakistan. She will succeed Suresh Kumar,
who is likely to return to New Delhi. After 77 years of
Independence, India has appointed a female head of
mission in Pakistan. (Click here to read the article)
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Former Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana has been
appointed as member of the International Mediator Panel
of Singapore International Mediation Centre (SIMC). (Click
here to read the article)

The government appointed Jaya Verma Sinha as the first
woman Chairperson of the Railway Board, the top
decision-making body for the Ministry of Railways. Ms.
Sinha is the first ever woman to head the Board in its 118-
year-old history. (Click here to read the article)
Industrialist Anand Mahindra has welcomed Mahindra
Singh Dhoni as the cricketer became a brand ambassador
of his Swaraj Tractors. There have been times when
Mahendra Singh Dhoni has expressed his passion for
farming. And now, he has become a brand ambassador of
Swaraj Tractors. (Click here to read the article)

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has made
significant appointments, including the transfer of Manish
Desai, the Central Bureau of Communications (CBC) chief,
to lead the Press Information Bureau (PIB). (Click here to
read the article)

Defence News

An Indian Air Force (IAF) contingent has embarked on a
significant journey, marking the first-ever participation in
Exercise BRIGHT STAR-23. This biennial multilateral tri-
service exercise is taking place at Cairo (West) Air Base in
Egypt, spanning from August 27 to September 16, 2023.
The participation of the IAF in this exercise underscores a
new chapter of cooperation and collaboration among
nations. (Click here to read the article)

India’s defence sector is poised to achieve a significant
milestone as the country’s latest warship, Mahendragiri, is
set to be launched on September 1 at the Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders in Mumbai. The launch of Mahendragiri, the
seventh and final stealth frigate of Project 17A, symbolizes
the remarkable progress India has made in constructing a
self-sufficient naval force. (Click here to read the article)
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Awards and Recognitions

The SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with
Improvised Technology in Village Areas) Scheme, initiated
by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, has been honored with
the prestigious National Award for e-Governance 2023
(Gold) in recognition of its groundbreaking application of
emerging technologies to deliver citizen-centric services.
(Click here to read the article)

Priyan Sain clinched the title of Miss Earth India 2023
during the Miss Divine Beauty 2023 national final held on
August 26 in New Delhi. (Click here to read the article)
Telangana’s Chief Innovation Officer (CIO) Shanta Thoutam

has been presented with the World Innovation Award at
the first BRICS Innovation Forum hosted at Moscow from
August 27 to 29. (Click here to read the article)

Summits and Conferences News

In a significant development for global business and
economic collaboration, India has gracefully handed over
the B20 presidency to Brazil, making the transition towards
the G20 summit in 2024. (Click here to read the article)

Sports News

Neeraj Chopra made history by winning the gold medal in
the men’s javelin throw event at the World Athletics
Championships held in Budapest, Hungary. Neeraj's
exceptional performance was highlighted by a remarkable
throw of 88.17 meters during his second attempt. This
outstanding achievement showcased his skill and
dominance in the event, solidifying his position as a global
contender. (Click here to read the article)

Max Verstappen has won the Dutch Grand Prix for the
third consecutive year, once again prevailing at his home

race. With the dominant win, Verstappen has now matched
Sebastian Vettel’s all-time record of nine F1 victories in a
row. (Click here to read the article)

Indian badminton player HS Prannoy secured the bronze
medal in the men’s singles category at the prestigious BWF
World Badminton Championships 2023. (Click here to
read the article)

World governing body FIFA has lifted the ban on the Sri
Lanka Football Federation (FFSL). The ban was imposed in
January 2023 due to government interference in the
federation’s affairs. In a letter dated August 28 by Fatma
Samoura, the FIFA secretary General, it said that the FIFA
bureau had decided on 27 August “to lift the suspension of
the FFSL with immediate effect”. The FFSL has also agreed
to hold fresh elections for its executive committee. (Click
here to read the article)
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On 28th August, India defeated Thailand 7-2 in the final to
win the inaugural Women’s Asian Hockey 5s World Cup
Qualifier. The final match witnessed an outstanding
performance by the Indian side, as they triumphed over
Thailand with an impressive score of 7-2. This victory
marked not only their Asian Cup but also secured their
coveted spot in the forthcoming Women’s Hockey 5s
World Cup 2024. (Click here to read the article)

Schemes and Committees News

The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) — the
National Mission for Financial Inclusion — completes nine
years of successful implementation. Launched on 28th
August 2014 by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the
PMIDY stands as one of the most extensive financial
inclusion initiatives globally, aimed at liberating the
economically marginalized from a cycle of poverty. (Click
here to read the article)

The Union Health Ministry has announced an ambitious
plan to boost research and innovation in the
pharmaceutical and medtech sectors. To achieve this goal,
they have introduced the Promotion of Research &
Innovation in Pharma-MedTech sector (PRIP) scheme,
which has been approved by the Union Cabinet. The
scheme was rolled out earlier this month by the
government with the belief that the Indian pharmaceutical
industry has the potential to increase its current 3.4 per
cent share of the global market to 5 per cent by the year
2030. (Click here to read the article)

Science and Technology News

Union Minister Jitendra Singh provided a significant update
on the progress of the Indian Space Research
Organisation’s (ISRO) Gaganyaan mission, stating that
trials for the mission will commence in October. (Click here
to read the article)

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has

achieved a significant milestone by successfully testing its
innovative device named ‘Nabhmitra’. This device,
developed at ISRO’s Space Applications Centre in
Ahmedabad, aims to enhance the safety of fishermen
during their sea expeditions. The successful testing took
place at Neendakara, where the device was installed on a
fishing vessel, and its capabilities were assessed in the
presence of both scientists and officials from the Fisheries
department. (Click here to read the article)

In a groundbreaking announcement, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) revealed that Chandrayaan-
3’s Pragyan rover module has successfully confirmed the

presence of sulphur (S) on the surface of the Moon. This
significant revelation comes as a result of the first-ever in-
situ recordings conducted near the lunar south pole. The
confirmation of sulphur's presence holds paramount
importance in unraveling the Moon’s elemental
composition and furthering our understanding of its
geological history. (Click here to read the article)

Important Days News

The National Sports Day in India is celebrated on 29 August
2023. This annual observance, held on August 29 in India, is
a tribute to the enduring legacy of Major Dhyan Chand.
The day also serves as a reminder for all of us to recall the
contributions, determination and extraordinary
achievements of the athletes and their influence in shaping

societies. (Click here to read the article)

The International Day Against Nuclear Tests is observed
across every year across the world on 29 August with aim
to raise awareness about the effects of nuclear weapon
test explosions or any other nuclear explosions. (Click here
to read the article)

The International Day of the Victims of Enforced
Disappearances is observed every year on August 30. This
day is dedicated to raising awareness about the global
crime of enforced disappearance. The International Day of
the Victims of Enforced Disappearances was proclaimed by
the United Nations General Assembly in 2010. (Click here
to read the article)

On August 30th every year, India observes National Small
Industry Day, a day dedicated to recognizing and

celebrating the invaluable contribution of small industries
to the nation’s economic development. (Click here to read
the article)

International Whale Shark Day is celebrated every year on

August 30 to raise awareness about the plight of whale
sharks, the largest fish in the world. Whale sharks are filter
feeders and do not pose a threat to humans. However,
they are vulnerable to overfishing, habitat loss, and boat
strikes. (Click here to read the article)

On August 31, 2021, a significant milestone was reached as

the United Nations marked the first-ever International Day
for People of African Origin. This day serves as a global
recognition of the cultural, social, and historical
contributions made by individuals with African heritage.
With over 200 million individuals in the Americas alone
identifying as of African descent, and millions more
scattered across the world, this observance underscores
the rich diversity that stems from African roots. (Click here
to read the article)
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World Sanskrit Day, also referred to as International
Sanskrit Day, Sanskrit Diwas and Vishwa Samskrita Dinam
is observed on the day of Shravana Poornima in the Hindu
calendar, which is also marked as Raksha Bandhan, which
coincides with the moon. This year we will be celebrating
Sanskrit Diwas on Thursday, 31st August. (Click here to
read the article)

National Nutrition Week is an annual observance in India
that takes place from 1st to 7th September. During this
week, the nation comes together to raise awareness about
the significance of proper nutrition and its role in
maintaining a healthy lifestyle. This event serves as a
reminder for individuals and communities to focus on their
dietary habits and overall well-being. (Click here to read
the article)

Every year, World Coconut Day is celebrated on
September 2. The day is celebrated to understand the
benefits of this fruit and promote awareness. In India,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, West Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh are the main states that grow coconuts. (Click
here to read the article)

Obituaries News

Jayanta Mahapatra, one of India’s best known English
poets, passed away at the age of 95. The legendary poet
has left an imprint in the Indian English poetry with his
writings spanning over 50 years. (Click here to read the
article)

Miscellaneous News

Zika virus, initially identified in Uganda in 1947, is primarily
transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes, which are active during
the day. While many infections are asymptomatic, those
who show symptoms typically experience rash, fever,
conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, malaise, and
headache for around 2-7 days. (Click here to read the
article)
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Chokuwa rice, fondly known as “Magic rice,” has recently
been bestowed with the prestigious Geographical
Indication (Gl) tag, a recognition of its exceptional
attributes and heritage. This remarkable rice variety is
deeply intertwined with the culinary legacy of Assam and
has a rich historical connection with the powerful Ahom
dynasty. (Click here to read the article)

In an exciting announcement, Julia Eric Morely, the CEO of
Miss World, held a press conference in the picturesque
region of Kashmir, India. The occasion marked the
anticipation and preparation for the 71st edition of the
prestigious Miss World beauty pageant, which is scheduled
to be hosted in India. Morely’s words echoed the
sentiment of excitement and emotion surrounding the
event, saying, “Truthfully, | am so happy. It is emotional
for us, to see such beauty.” (Click here to read the article)

In a significant development for the region, Bhaderwah
Rajmash and Sulai honey, both hailing from the
picturesque districts of Doda and Ramban in Jammu and
Kashmir, have been granted coveted Geographical
Indication (Gl) tags. These tags serve as a testament to the
unique qualities and characteristics of these local
specialties and open up doors for their promotion and
recognition on an international scale. (Click here to read
the article)

Static Takeaways

Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change:
Bhupender Yadav

Chief of the Air Staff of India: Vivek Ram Chaudhari

Chief Minister of Assam: Himanta Biswa Sarma

President of Badminton World Federation: Poul-Erik Hoyer
Larsen

Headquarters of Badminton World Federation: Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Chairman & MD of Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers
(RCF): S. C. Mudgerikar

Adobe CEO: Shantanu Narayen (1 Dec 2007-);

Adobe Headquarters: San Jose, California, United States;
Adobe Founders: Charles Geschke, John Warnock;

Adobe Founded: December 1982,
California, United States.

Assam’s Industries & Commerce Minister: Chandra Mohan
Patowary

The Chairman and Managing Director of VA Tech Wabag:
Rajiv Mittal

Singapore’s Minister for Education: Mr Chan Chun Sing
State Bank of India(SBI) Chairman — Dinesh Kumar Khara

Mountain View,

e State Bank of India(SBlI) Headquarters — Mumbai,
200+ Total Tests | eBooks Maharashtra
e  State Bank of India(SBI) Established in — 1955
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State Bank of India(SBI) Tagline — The Banker to Every
Indian

Managing Director & CEO of YES BANK: Mr. Prashant
Kumar

Chief executive officer (CEO) of lJio Financial Services:
Hitesh Sethia

Official currency of Thailand: Thai baht

Khelo India Programme was launched in the year: 2018
Chief Marketing and Communications Officer
Mastercard: Raja Rajamannar

Chief Executive Officer of ICC: Geoff Allardice

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL): Shri Mihir Kanti Mishra

Wrestling Federation of India President: Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh;

at

Wrestling Federation of India Founded: 27 January 1967;
Wrestling Federation of India Headquartered in New Delhi,
India.

Minister of Assam for Environment and Forest: Chandra
Mohan Patowary

Competition Commission of India (CCl) was formed on:
October 14, 2003.

Chairperson of the Competition Commission of India (CCl):
Ravneet Kaur.

Minister of Assam for Environment and Forest: Chandra
Mohan Patowary

Competition Commission of India (CClI) was formed on:
October 14, 2003.

Chairperson of the Competition Commission of India (CCl):
Ravneet Kaur.

Chairman of All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE): T G Sitharam

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Founded: 1
October 2003;

Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Headquarters:
Chofu, Tokyo, Japan.

List of Airports in India

State/UT Location Airport
Andaman and . . .
K Port blair Veer savarkar International Airport
Nicobar
Vishakapatnam International AirportRajahmundr
VishakapatnamRajahmundry Kadapa P . . P . ) y
. . A International Airport Kadapa Airport
Andhra Pradesh Vijayawada Tirupati . .
Vijayawada Airport
Kurnool . . . . .
Tirupati International AirportKurnool Airport
Arunachal DaporijoTezu Daporijolnternational AirportTezu International Airport
Pradesh Pasighat Pasighat Airport
Guwahati LokpriyaGopinath/ Guwahatilnternational Airport
Assam Dubri DibrugarhSilchar Tezpur Rupsi Airport Dibrugarh AirportSilchar Airport Tezpur Airport
Jorhat Jorhat Airport
LokNayaklayaprakash Airport Gaya/Bodhgaya International
. PatnaGaya X
Bihar Airport
Darbhanga .
Darbhanga Airport
. Delhi Indira Gandhi International Airport
New Delhi . . .
Delhi Safdarjung Airport
. Swami Vivekananda InternationalAirport
. Raipur . .
Chhattisgarh . Bilaspur Airport
Bilaspur Jagdalpur .
Jagdalpur Airport
Goa Dambolim Goa International Airport
SardarVallabhaipatel International Airport
Ahmedabad Surat International Airport Vadodara International Airport
Guiarat Surat Vadodara Bhavnagar Jamnagar Kandla Bhavnagar Airport
I Bhuj Mundra Porbandar Jamnagar Airport Kandla Airport Bhuj Airport Mundra Airport
Rajkot Porbandar Airport
Rajkot Airport
Himachal Kangra Kullu Gaggal Airport Bhuntar Airport
Pradesh Shimla Shimla Airport
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State/UT Location Airport
Jammu & Srinagar Srinagar International Airport
Kashmir & & P
Jamsedpur Ranchi Sonari Airport BirsaMundaAirport
Jharkhand P reor ™ onire
Deoghar AtalBihari Vajpayee Airport
Kempegowda International Airport Hubbli Airport
Bengaluru Hubbli Mysore Belgaum Mangalore Mysore Airport Belgaum Airport
Karnataka Bellary Bidar Mangalore International Airport Jindal Vijaynagar Airport
Kalaburagi Bidar Airport
Gulbarga Airport
Thiruvananthapuram Kochi Trivandrum International Airport Cochin International Airport
Kerala Kozhikode Calicut International Airport
Kannur Kannur International Airport
Lakshadweep Agatti Agatti Aerodrome
Ladakh Leh

Kushok Bakula Rimpochee Airport

Madhya Pradesh

Bhopal Indore Jabalpur Gwalior
Khajuraho

Raja Bhoj Airport
Devi AhilyabaiHolkar Airport Jabalpur Airport
Gwalior Airport
Khajuraho Airport

Mumbai Nagpur Nasik Pune Mumbai Kakadai

ChhatrapathiSivaji International Airport
DrBabasahebAmbedkar IA Ozar Airport
Pune International Airport Juhu Airport

Kolhapur Shirdi Airport
Maharashtra o S - .
Aurangabad Jalgaon Nanded Shirdi Chatrapathi Rajaram Maharaj Airport Aurangabad Airport
Sindhudurg Jalgaon Airport
Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji Airport Shirdi Airport
Sindhudurg Airport
Manipur Imphal Bir Tikendrajit International Airport
Meghalaya Shillong Zaruki/ Umroilnternational Airport
Mizoram Aizawl Lengpui Airport
Nagaland Dimapur Dimapur Airport
Bhubaneswar BijuPatnaik Airport
Odisha ) 'p ‘
Jharsuguda Veer Surendra Sai Airport
Amritsar Sri Guru Ram DassJee International Airport
Punjab Bathinda Jalandhar Ludhiana Bathinda Airport Adampur Airport Sahnewal Airport
Pathankot Pathankot Airport
Jaipur Jaipur International Airport
. . . . MaharanaPratap Airport Kota Airport
. Udaipur Kota Ajmer Bikaner Jaisalmer . . . . .
Rajasthan Jodhpur Kishangarh Airport Nal Airport Jaisalmer Airport
P Jodhpur Airport
Sikkim Pakyong Pakyong Airport
Chennai Coimbatore Madurai Tuticorin Anna International Airport Civil Aerodrome
Tamilnadu Thiruchirapalli Madurai Airport Tuticorin Airport Thiruchirapalli Airport
Salem Salem Airport
Telangana Hyderabad Rajiv Gandhi International Airport
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State/UT Location Airport
Tripura Agarthala Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport

ChaudharyCharan Singh Airport LalBahadurSastri

International Airport
Lucknow Varanasi Agra Allahabad Bareill
Uttar Pradesh . 'n8 . " Agra Airport Allahabad Airport Bareilly Airport Hindon
Ghaziabad Gorakhpur Kanpur Kushinagar . . )
Airport Gorakhpur Airport Kanpur Airport

Kushinagar Airport

Dehradun Pantnagar Jolly Grant Airport Pantnagar Airport
Uttarakhand . & y . p AT & P
Pithoragarh Naini Saini Airport
Kolkata Siliguri NetajiSubash Chandra Bose |A
West Bengal . . . .
Durgapur, Asansol Bagdogra International Airport Kazi Nazrul Islam Airport
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