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Person Name Appointed As Entity / Place Key Notes 

Rakesh Aggarwal 
Director 

General 

National Investigation 

Agency (NIA) 

IPS 1994 batch; tenure until August 31, 2028; leading agency 

in combating terror and national security threats; appointed 

by Appointments Committee of Cabinet. 

Praveen Vashista 
Vigilance 

Commissioner 

Central Vigilance 

Commission (CVC) 

1991-batch IPS officer from Bihar; appointed by President 

Droupadi Murmu for 4 years or until age 65; experienced in 

CBI and Ministry of Home Affairs; 30+ years law 

enforcement expertise strengthening India's vigilance and 

anti-corruption framework. 

Shatrujeet Singh 

Kapoor 

Director 

General 

Indo-Tibetan Border Police 

(ITBP) 

Tenure until October 31, 2026; appointed by Appointments 

Committee of Cabinet strengthening central security forces 

leadership. 

Praveen Kumar 
Director 

General 

Border Security Force 

(BSF) 

Tenure until September 30, 2030; appointed by 

Appointments Committee of Cabinet strengthening central 

security forces leadership. 
 

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS - BANKING SECTOR 
 

Person Name Appointed As 
Entity / 

Place 
Key Notes 

Karthikeyan 

Manickam 
Chairman 

ESAF Small 

Finance 

Bank 

Former Executive Director of Bank of India; effective January 2, 2026; 

succeeding Ravimohan Periyakavil Ramakrishnan who stepped down 

December 20, 2025; over 36 years public sector banking experience in 

operations, risk management, regulatory compliance, HR, credit 

monitoring. 

Anup Kumar 

Saha 

Whole-Time 

Director 

Kotak 

Mahindra 

Bank 

Effective January 12, 2026; overseeing consumer banking, marketing, data 

analytics; responsible for retail banking strategy and digital initiatives. 

Sandeep 

Bakshi 

Managing Director 

& CEO (Re-

appointment) 

ICICI Bank 

Re-appointed till October 3, 2028; reflects leadership stability with prior 

tenure since October 2018; Board also re-appointed Ajay Kumar Gupta as 

ED till November 2028. 

Arijit Basu Chairman 
IndusInd 

Bank 

Former SBI MD appointed part-time chairman effective January 31, 2026; 

succeeding Sunil Mehta. 

 

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS - CORPORATE SECTOR 
 

Person Name Appointed As Entity / Place Key Notes 

Vikas Chadha 

Global Chief 

Executive 

Officer 

TVS Supply Chain 

Solutions 

Effective January 22, 2026; appointed for global growth and 

logistics execution; experienced in supply chain and logistics 

management. 

Deepinder Goyal 
Resignation & 

Succession 

Eternal Group 

(Zomato Parent) 

Resigned as CEO and MD effective February 1, 2026; Albinder 

Singh Dhindsa, CEO of Blinkit, appointed as successor; Goyal 

remains Vice Chairman of Board reflecting organizational 

restructuring. 

Ganesh 

Lakshminarayanan 

Managing 

Director & CEO 
Tata Communications 

Former Airtel Business executive with 30+ years experience; 

succeeding A.S. Lakshminarayanan retiring April 13, 2026; 

strong telecom and B2B expertise. 

Kota Ravi 

Chairman & 

Managing 

Director 

Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL) 

Appointed with 30+ years aerospace experience; brings 

substantial expertise in aviation and defense sector. 
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MoUs WITH STATES 
 

State MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Tamil Nadu UN Women 

Gender-Responsive Governance Initiative - Strengthen institutional capacities for gender-

responsive governance, improve women's welfare, promote inclusive development 

supporting SDG Goal 5 (Gender Equality). 

Tamil Nadu 
XeedQ GmbH 

(Germany) 

State-Backed Quantum Computing Programme - Implementing in two phases (remote access 

and on-premises); India's first state-backed Quantum Computing Programme. 

Tamil Nadu Sarvam AI 
India's First Sovereign AI Park - Establishment of Sovereign AI Park in Chennai with Rs 10,000 

crore investment advancing India's AI ecosystem development. 

Tamil Nadu State Bank of India 

Enhanced Corporate Salary Package - SBI signed MoU with TN Government to extend 

enhanced benefits for TN's State Public Sector Undertakings employees with zero-balance 

accounts and concessional interest rates. 

Karnataka UNSW Australia 

University Campus Development - UNSW Australia signed MoU to open Bengaluru campus 

by August 2026 offering undergraduate programmes in commerce, media, computer 

science, and data science plus postgraduate cybersecurity. 

Uttar 

Pradesh 

IndiaAI Mission & 

UPDESCO 

Data & AI Labs Establishment - Establishing 65 Data & AI Labs across Uttar Pradesh promoting 

AI adoption in governance and healthcare at population scale with two labs already 

operational. 

Goa 
Starlink Satellite 

Communications 

Satellite Connectivity Partnership - Goa partnered with Starlink for satellite connectivity in 

remote areas and disaster preparedness (pending official launch in India). 

Uttarakhand 
Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police (ITBP) 

Swasth Seema Abhiyan - ITBP will provide healthcare services to 108 border villages through 

telemedicine and regular medical visits. 

Maharashtra Drip Capital 
Collateral-Free Trade Finance - Drip Capital committed Rs 10,000 crore collateral-free trade 

finance to MSME exporters over 2026-2031. 
 

 

MoUs BETWEEN ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Banking & Finance Sector 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Tamilnad 

Mercantile Bank 

(TMB) 

TechFini 

UPI Infrastructure Partnership - TechFini serves as Technology Service Provider managing 

UPI switching enabling faster, secure, and scalable UPI infrastructure for Payment 

Aggregators, NBFCs, merchants, and fintech partners. 

Choice Wealth 

India Post 

Payments Bank 

(IPPB) 

Digital Investment Platform - Launched digital investment platform offering online mutual 

fund aggregation and Robo-Advisory services expanding financial inclusion through postal 

network. 

Department of 

Posts 

Stock Holding 

Services Limited 

Capital Market Access Expansion - DoP expanded capital market access through India Post 

network for Demat, MF, and IPO services. 
 

 

Energy Sector 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) 

Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL) 

- Japanese Shipping 

Company 

Joint Ventures in Ethane Shipping Business - Two JVs registered in GIFT-City 

Gandhinagar (Bharat Ethane One & Two IFSC) each owning Very Large Ethane 

Carriers transporting ethane from USA to India aligned with Maritime Amrit Kaal 

Vision 2047. 

GAIL (Gas Authority 

of India Limited) 

Petroleum and Natural 

Gas Regulatory Board 

(PNGRB) 

#NonStopZindagi Campaign - Promoting PNG and CNG adoption (Jan 1-Mar 31) to 

increase natural gas share to 15% by 2030 advancing clean energy transition. 

GAIL K LINE and J M Baxi 
LNG Carrier Equity Partnership - GAIL signed term sheet for LNG ship-owning 

company equity participation with delivery scheduled 2027. 
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Logistics & Rural Development 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Department of 
Posts 

Ministry of Rural 
Development (MoRD) 

National Logistics Mechanism for Rural Citizens - Expanding financial, digital, and 
logistics services for Self Help Groups (SHGs) and rural households under DAY-NRLM 
supporting women entrepreneurs. 

Department of 
Posts 

Department of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare (MoAFW) 

National Logistics System for Agricultural Testing - Creating nationwide system for 
transporting pesticide, seed, and fertilizer samples to testing labs reducing delivery 
time from 10-15 days to 48-72 hours. 

 

Technology & Telecom 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Telecommunication 
Engineering Centre (TEC) 

Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur (IIT 
Kanpur) 

Research & Technical Studies in Next-Generation Telecom - Driving research, 
testing, and standardization in next-generation telecom including 6G 
architecture, AI-ML in telecom for network automation, and Non-Terrestrial 
Networks integration. 

TRAI RANext Technologies 
Digital Connectivity Rating Agency Authorization - Approved RANext 
Technologies as Digital Connectivity Rating Agency to assess and rate digital 
connectivity infrastructure quality across India promoting transparency. 

 

Textiles & Handicrafts 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Textiles 
Committee 

North Eastern Handicrafts & 
Handloom Development 
Corporation (NEHHDC) 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Protection - IPR protection of unique North-
Eastern products through Geographical Indication (GI) registration promoting 
cultural heritage and market value. 

Ministry of 
Textiles 

15 States (Tex-RAMPS Scheme) 
Operational Framework for Data Systems - Creating operational framework 
for data systems to track textile production, exports, and supply chain metrics 
across states. 

 
 

Manufacturing & Automation 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Bharat Forge 
Agile Robots 
(Germany) 

AI-Driven Robotics & Intelligent Industrial Automation - Collaboration for developing AI-driven 
robotics targeting automotive, healthcare, consumer electronics sectors aiming to develop fully 
autonomous 'dark' factories. 

 

Maritime & Ports 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 
Visakhapatnam Port 
Authority 

Directorate General of 
Lighthouses & Lightships (DGLL) 

Lighthouse Museum Development - Development of Lighthouse Museum 
in Visakhapatnam promoting maritime heritage and cultural tourism. 

 

Agriculture & Research 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 

Coromandel 
International 

IIT Madras 
Corporate Research Centre Establishment - Establishment of Corporate Research 
Centre at IIT Madras Research Park, Chennai promoting industry-academia 
collaboration in agricultural research and innovation. 

Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) 

National Dairy 
Development Board 
(NDDB) 

Multidisciplinary Research Collaboration - Collaboration focusing on dairy 
production, processing, value addition, climate resilience, and value chain 
development advancing agricultural sustainability. 

 

Education & Skill Development 
 

Organization MoU's With Field/Purpose 
Galgotias 
University 

NIT Jamshedpur & 
JUT Ranchi 

Joint Research & Deep-Tech Startups - Signed MoUs for joint research initiatives and deep-
tech startup development fostering technology innovation and academic collaboration. 

NITI Aayog NIIT Foundation 
Digital Literacy Partnership - Partnership aims 100% block coverage reaching 2 lakh 
beneficiaries with digital and financial skill training. 
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Awards & Recognition of January 2026 
 

Comprehensive Awards & Honors Consolidated Table - January 2026 
 

MAJOR NATIONAL AWARDS 
 

S. No. Award/Honor Recipient Key Details 

1 Padma Vibhushan 5 Recipients 

Highest civilian honor (2026); recognizes exceptional and distinguished 

service to nation; part of 131 total Padma Awards approved by 

President. 

2 Padma Bhushan 13 Recipients 
Second-highest civilian honor (2026); recognizes distinguished service; 

part of 131 total Padma Awards approved by President. 

3 Padma Shri 113 Recipients 

Third-highest civilian honor (2026); recognizes distinguished service in 

various fields; Maharashtra leads with 15 awardees among 131 total 

awards. 

4 Ashoka Chakra 
1 Armed Forces 

Personnel 

Highest peace-time military honor; approved on Republic Day eve for 

exceptional bravery in military operations. 

5 Kirti Chakra 
3 Armed Forces 

Personnel 

Second-highest peace-time military honor; approved on Republic Day 

eve for gallantry in military operations. 

6 
Jeevan Raksha Padak 

Awards 
30 Individuals 

Honors courage and life-saving acts across three categories (Jeevan 

Raksha Padak, Jeevan Raksha Padak (Posthumous), Jeevan Raksha 

Padak (Official)); includes monetary awards recognizing humanitarian 

service. 

7 
President's Police Colour 

Award 
Sikkim Police 

Highest police honor since independence; Sikkim becomes 15th state 

and 3rd from North-East to receive this recognition. 

8 
Gallantry Awards for ICG 

Personnel 

Indian Coast 

Guard Personnel 

2026 awards recognizing maritime security, rescue missions, and 

professionalism in coastal operations. 

9 

Indira Gandhi Prize for 

Peace, Disarmament and 

Development 2025 

Graca Machel 

(Mozambique) 

International recognition for lifelong efforts in education, healthcare, 

nutrition, women's empowerment, and humanitarian support in 

conflict-affected regions; includes Rs 1 crore cash prize, trophy, and 

citation. 

 

INSTITUTIONAL & CORPORATE EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
 

S. No. Award Winner Details 

1 

Excellent Rating 

from DPE (MoU 

Performance) 

Indian Railways Finance 

Corporation (IRFC) 

5th consecutive year achieving highest performance rating for FY25; 

Navratna CPE established 1986; reached annual sanction target of Rs 

60,000 crore by Q3 FY26; demonstrates institutional strength amid 

emerging challenges. 

2 

Excellent Rating - 

MoU Performance 

Evaluation 

Indian Renewable Energy 

Development Agency 

(IREDA) 

Score of 96.42 for FY25 performance; 5th consecutive year of 

excellence; Navratna NBFC established 1987; finances renewable 

energy projects (solar, wind, hydro, bioenergy, green hydrogen, 

storage); supports India's clean energy and climate goals. 

3 
Asia Best Employer 

Brand Award 2026 

Bombay Stock Exchange 

(BSE) 

Hong Kong Leadership Awards recognition; validates people-first 

approach and professional development practices; demonstrates 

commitment to inclusive, high-performance environment in 

competitive financial services sector. 

4 
Franz Edelman 

Award Finalist 

Department of Food & 

Public Distribution (Anna 

Chakra Initiative) 

Initiative among top 6 global finalists for Nobel Prize of Operations 

Research; recognizes operational excellence in public food distribution 

systems. 
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TRADITIONAL & WELLNESS SUMMITS 
18. National Arogya Fair 2026 National Arogya Fair 2026 
inaugurated by President Droupadi Murmu (Feb 25-28) in 
Shegaon, Buldhana district (Maharashtra) organized by Ministry 
of Ayush and All India Ayurvedic Congress; offered free 
consultations, health check-ups, medicines under Ayurveda, 

Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, Homoeopathy; 
special session "Ayurvedic Farming: Production, Value Addition, 
Marketing" (Feb 27) focused on medicinal plant cultivation, 
agroforestry, post-harvest management, market linkages; 
strengthens Vidarbha region farmer diversification into 
medicinal crops and Ayush supply chain. 

 

 

Summits |Events |Festivals (National/International) of January 2026 
 

Comprehensive Summits, Events & Conferences Consolidated Table - January 2026 
 

MAJOR SUMMITS (2026) 
 

S. No. Summit Name Venue Dates Key Details 

1 

Raisina Science 
Diplomacy 
Initiative (RSDI) 
2026 

New Delhi 
March 5-
7, 2026 

Jointly launched by Office of Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) and 
Observer Research Foundation (ORF); announced by Prof. Ajay Kumar 
Sood and Dr. Samir Saran; operates alongside Raisina Dialogue; 
strengthens connection between science, technology, and diplomacy; 
new institutional effort for science-based foreign policy. 

2 

Viksit Bharat 
Young Leaders' 
Dialogue (VBYLD) 
2026 

Bharat 
Mandapam, 
New Delhi 

January 
9-12, 
2026 

Hosted by PM Modi for interaction with young leaders; focused on ten 
national priority themes including Fit Bharat, Start-up India, Women-
Led Development, Cultural Diplomacy, Aatmanirbhar Bharat; 
developing next-generation leadership across sectors and governance. 

3 
Bharat Electricity 
Summit 2026 

Yashobhoomi, 
New Delhi 

March 
19-22, 
2026 

Focusing on clean power transition; addressing renewable energy 
adoption, grid modernization, and electrical infrastructure; 
strengthening India's sustainable energy framework. 

4 
56th World 
Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting 

Davos, 
Switzerland 

January 
19-23, 
2026 

Held in Davos with 3,000 leaders from 130 countries; discussing global 
cooperation, innovation, and economic development; major 
international platform for multilateral dialogue. 

 
MAJOR EVENTS (January 2026) 
 

S. No. Event Name Venue Dates Key Details 

1 
National Textiles 
Ministers' 
Conference 2026 

Guwahati, Assam 
January 8-
9, 2026 

Organized by Ministry of Textiles with Government of Assam; 
Theme: "India's Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage & 
Innovation"; brings together Textile Ministers and officials 
from all States/UTs; deliberates on strategic future direction; 
positions India as global textile hub by 2030; critical 
mechanism for aligning federal-state policies; commitment to 
economic development and cultural preservation. 

2 
Special Conclave on 
North-Eastern 
Textiles 

Guwahati, Assam 
January 8-
9, 2026 

Part of National Textiles Ministers' Conference; focused on 
silk handloom, handicrafts, bamboo-based textiles; 
emphasizing Eri, Muga, Mulberry silk production; highlighting 
North-Eastern textile potential and heritage. 

3 
3rd Indian 
Lighthouse Festival 

Visakhapatnam 
January 9-
10, 2026 

Inaugurated by former Vice President Venkaiah Naidu; Union 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal present; launched Lighthouse 
Museum development at Visakhapatnam Port Authority via 
DGLL MoU; celebrating maritime heritage and coastal 
tourism. 

4 
Port Infrastructure 
Projects Launch 

Visakhapatnam 
January 9-
10, 2026 

Total investment: Rs 230 crore including LPG berth 
upgradation (Rs 52.24 crore), Dry Dock upgradation (Rs 35.87 
crore), new AOB construction (Rs 97.70 crore), Harbour Park 
residential apartments (Rs 44.20 crore); modernizing port 
facilities and infrastructure. 

5 
Vibrant Gujarat 
Regional 
Conference 2026 

Rajkot, Gujarat 
January 11-
15, 2026 

PM Modi inaugurated conference for Kutch-Saurashtra 
region; investment commitments: Reliance Industries 
doubled to Rs 7 lakh crore, Adani Group Rs 1.50 lakh crore; 
5,492 MoUs worth Rs 5.78 lakh crore; boosting investment 
and industrial growth in western region. 
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S. No. Event Name Venue Dates Key Details 

6 

Vibrant Gujarat 

Regional 

Conference for 

Kutch-Saurashtra 

(Extended) 

Marwadi University, 

Rajkot 

January 11-

12, 2026 

Regional component focusing on Kutch-Saurashtra 

development; attracting business opportunities and 

supporting local industrial growth initiatives. 

7 
India-Germany CEO 

Forum 

Ahmedabad, 

Gujarat 

January 12-

13, 2026 

Attended by PM Modi and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz; 

reviewing 25-year strategic partnership progress; 

strengthening bilateral economic and technological 

cooperation; advancing trade and investment dialogue 

between nations. 

8 Indusfood 2026 
India (Multiple 

Locations) 

January 

2026 

Featured World Culinary Heritage Conference organized by 

Indian Federation of Culinary Associations; 2,200 exhibitors 

from 30+ countries; 15,000+ buyers from 120+ countries; 

showcasing food, beverages, and culinary heritage. 

9 

World Culinary 

Heritage 

Conference 2026 

Part of Indusfood 

2026 

January 

2026 

Organized by Indian Federation of Culinary Associations; 

celebrating culinary heritage and international food trade; 

promoting wellness and premium food products; 

strengthening global food sector connections. 

10 

28th 

Commonwealth 

Speakers 

Conference (CSPOC) 

Central Hall of 

Samvidhan Sadan, 

New Delhi 

January 14-

16, 2026 

Hosted by India with 61 Speakers from 42 Commonwealth 

countries; chairmanship handed over to UK's Lindsay Hoyle 

for 29th CSPOC in London 2028; strengthening 

Commonwealth parliamentary cooperation and democratic 

governance. 

11 

Rajasthan Regional 

AI Impact 

Conference 

Rajasthan 
January 6, 

2026 

Major milestone in India's journey towards inclusive, ethical, 

responsible AI; brought together national and state 

leadership, policymakers, industry experts, startups, and 

academia; deliberated on AI's transformative role in 

governance, infrastructure, innovation, workforce 

development. 

12 

National Disaster 

Response Force 

(NDRF) Raising Day 

National 
January 19, 

2026 

21st NDRF Raising Day commemorating establishment on 

January 19, 2006; PM Modi and Union Minister Amit Shah 

extended greetings; NDRF organized blood donation camp 

highlighting humanitarian service commitment. 

13 

Bharat Rang 

Mahotsav (BRM) 

2026 - 25th Edition 

National School of 

Drama (NSD), New 

Delhi & 40 Locations 

January 27 

- February 

20, 2026 

Largest international theatre festival in world; held in 40 

locations across India bringing theatre to big cities and 

remote areas; first time all seven continents represented with 

international productions; most inclusive and expansive 

celebration in Indian theatre history. 
 

MAJOR CONFERENCES (January 2026) 
 

S. No. Conference Name Venue Dates Key Details 

1 

India International 

Conference on 

Democracy and 

Election 

Management 

(IICDEM) 2026 

Bharat 

Mandapam, 

New Delhi 

January 

21-23, 

2026 

Hosted by Election Commission of India (ECI); three-day 

international event; positions India as global hub for dialogue on 

democratic governance; sharing rich democratic experiences with 

international community; advancing global cooperation on electoral 

systems and democratic institutions; Delhi Declaration 2026 

adopted on five pillars of electoral integrity; ECINET digital platform 

launched integrating 40+ election services in 22 Indian languages. 

2 

86th All India 

Presiding Officers' 

Conference (AIPOC) 

2026 

Uttar Pradesh 

January 

19-21, 

2026 

Theme: "Strong Legislature-Prosperous Nation"; participation of 36 

Presiding Officers from 24 States/UTs; adopted six key resolutions 

on governance, transparency, and democratic traditions; 

strengthening legislative institutions and parliamentary democracy. 
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5. Legal Glossary - 8th Edition 8th Edition Legal Glossary 
(English-Hindi) launched to simplify legal terminology, making 
constitutional knowledge more accessible. 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL & COMMEMORATIVE PUBLICATIONS 
6. Atal Bihari Vajpayee: The Eternal Statesman Vice President 
C.P. Radhakrishnan released coffee table book "Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee: The Eternal Statesman" honoring Bharat Ratna Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee; publication covers political journey and 
personal dimensions, highlighting commitment to dialogue, 
consensus-building, and democratic values; three core pillars 
emphasized: dialogue over confrontation, democracy as 
foundation, development as priority. 

 

 

Books & Authors of January 2026 
 

BOOKS & AUTHORS - JANUARY 2026 
 

BOOKS RELEASED & LAUNCHED 
 

S. No. Book Name Author Key Notes 

1 

'History That India 

Ignored' (Second 

Edition) 

Prem Prakash (Veteran 

journalist, Chairman of 

Asian News International) 

Launched by Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant in January 2026 at 

Panaji, Goa; first published April 2025; highlights neglected aspects 

of India's freedom struggle including unsung heroes, revolutionary 

movements, Indian National Army; covers overlooked uprisings like 

Vellore Mutiny (1806) and Battle of Imphal; challenges mainstream 

narratives showing independence shaped by both non-violent 

movements and revolutionary resistance; significant historical 

reinterpretation 

2 

55 Scholarly Literary 

Works in Classical 

Indian Languages 

Multiple Authors 

(Centres of Excellence for 

Classical Languages & 

Central Institute of 

Classical Tamil) 

Released by Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on January 6, 

2026 in New Delhi; promotes India's linguistic heritage and inclusive 

access to classical knowledge; 41 books developed by Centres of 

Excellence for Classical Languages under CIIL Mysore covering 

Classical Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam, Odia; 13 books from Central 

Institute of Classical Tamil; includes 45-episode Sign Language 

interpretation series of Tirukkural; promotes inclusive education for 

persons with hearing disabilities; advancing linguistic preservation 

and accessibility 

3 

'Agni Sarassulo 

Vikasinchina 

Kamalam Droupadi 

Murmu' (Lotus 

Blooming in Fire of 

Coals) 

Yarlagadda Lakshmi 

Prasad (Former Member 

of Parliament, Vishwa 

Hindi Parishad President) 

Released in January 2026 at Andhra University in Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh; Telugu book chronicling President Droupadi 

Murmu's life from tribal roots to Rashtrapati Bhavan; symbolically 

unveiled by Lakshmamma, a sanitation worker, embodying Murmu's 

empowerment narrative; highlights resilience amid personal 

tragedies and political battles; inspiring democratic participation in 

tribal areas; significant biographical work celebrating women's 

empowerment and tribal representation 

 

Books & Authors of December 2025 
 

Book Name Author Key Notes 

Chunotiya Mujhe Pasand 

Hai (Gujarati Edition) 

Vinay Joshi, Ashok 

Desai & Pankaj Jani 

Gujarati edition released by Union Home Minister Amit Shah in Ahmedabad; 

biography of UP Governor Anandiben Patel; published by Prabhat Prakashan 

(May 2025). 

The One: Cricket, My Life 

and More 
Shikhar Dhawan 

Autobiography of former Indian cricketer Shikhar Dhawan; unveiled on 14 

December 2025 in New Delhi; published by HarperCollins India. 
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S. No. Scheme Name Ministry/Department Year/Period Purpose & Key Details 

6 PANKHUDI Portal 
Ministry of Women and 

Child Development 
2026 

Integrated Corporate Social Responsibility and 

partnership facilitation digital portal providing 
single-window access for CSR and partnerships 

covering nutrition, health, ECCE, child welfare, 
and women's empowerment. 

7 
National Sports 
Governance Rules 2026 

Ministry of Youth Affairs & 
Sports 

2026 

Establish mandatory frameworks for National 

Sports Bodies with athlete representation, 
transparent elections, and sportsperson 

representation (at least 4 SOMs with 50% 
women representation). 

8 

National Olympic 
Education & 

Development 
Programme (NOEDP) 

Indian Olympic Association 
& Ministry of Youth Affairs 

& Sports 

2026 

Support grassroots to elite Olympic movement 

with focus on Olympic values, education-
ethics, holistic athlete development, and 

governance strengthening through 
partnership with International Olympic 

Academy. 

9 
NPS Assured Payouts 

Regulatory Framework 

Ministry of Finance 

(PFRDA) 
2026 

Frame assured payouts regulatory framework 

under National Pension System with 
standardized disclosures preventing mis-

selling and clarifying 'assured' vs market-linked 

returns; consumer protection focus. 

10 
Atal Pension Yojana 

(APY) Extension 

Ministry of Finance 

(PFRDA) 
Till FY 2030-31 

Continuation of APY with 8.66 crore 

subscribers ensuring guaranteed pension 
ranging from Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000/month after 

age 60 for unorganised sector workers; 
extended government funding for promotional 

and gap funding activities. 

11 
NPS Swasthya Pension 
Scheme 

Ministry of Finance 
(PFRDA) 

2026 

Health-linked pension scheme under 
regulatory sandbox allowing 25% withdrawal 

for medical expenses after Rs 50,000 corpus; 
innovative health-focused retirement product 

addressing medical security. 

12 
Sukanya Samriddhi 

Yojana (SSY) 
Ministry of Finance 

Since January 

22, 2015 (11 
Years) 

Small savings scheme for girl child financial 
planning; 40+ lakh girl accounts opened; 8.2% 

interest with EEE (Exempt-Exempt-Exempt) tax 
benefits; long-term investment vehicle for girls 

below 10 years. 

13 

MSME Sector 

Convergence 
Recommendations 

NITI Aayog 2026 

Released comprehensive report "Achieving 

Efficiencies in MSME Sector through 

Convergence of Schemes" recommending dual 
approach of information and process 

convergence to address 18 overlapping MSME 
schemes and reduce duplication. 

14 

Greenhouse Gas 

Emission Intensity (GEI) 
Targets - Carbon Credit 

Trading Scheme (CCTS) 

Ministry of Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change 

2026 

Government notified GEI targets for additional 
carbon-intensive sectors under CCTS 

expanding Indian Carbon Market coverage and 

strengthening climate commitment to 
industrial decarbonization. 

15 

Smart Fishing Harbour - 

Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

Ministry of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry & 
Dairying 

2026 

Government approves Smart Fishing Harbour 
at Mayabunder with Rs 199.24 crore funding 

under PMMSY (Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana) supporting 430 fishing 

vessels and coastal livelihood development. 
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Important Days of January 2026 
 

National & International Observances - January 2026 
 

Date Day/Observance Theme/Description Key Details 

January 
1 

DRDO Foundation 
Day 

68th Foundation Day 
Celebration 

Celebrated under Union Minister Rajnath Singh and MoS Sanjay Seth; 
DRDO reaffirmed as pivotal force in Aatmanirbhar Bharat; Defence 
Acquisition Council and Strategic Policy Board accorded 22 
Acceptance of Necessity approvals worth ~Rs 1.30 lakh crore; 11 
defence contracts worth Rs 26,000 crore signed; systems inducted 
into CAPFs, Police Forces, and NDRF. 

January 
4 

World Braille Day 
Promoting Braille 
Literacy & Accessibility 

217th birth anniversary of Louis Braille (inventor of Braille in 1824); 
8th World Braille Day observance; promotes Braille literacy for blind 
and visually impaired; honored through UN Convention on Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities and UNESCO recognition of Braille as 
legitimate language (since 2005). 

January 
6 

National Siddha Day 
Siddha for Global 
Health 

9th National Siddha Day; commemorates birth anniversary of Sage 
Agathiyar, father of Siddha medicine; Vice President C.P. 
Radhakrishnan inaugurated celebrations at Kalaivanar Arangam, 
Chennai; honored five eminent personalities; theme: "Siddha for 
Global Health"; coincides with Ayilyam star in Tamil month Margazhi. 

January 
6 

World Day of War 
Orphans 

Awareness for Children 
of War 

Observes globally to raise awareness about children who lost parents 
to war, armed conflict, or political violence; proposed in 1994 by 
French NGO SOS Enfants en Détresse; first observed in 1995; 
highlights 140-150 million children worldwide have lost parents; 
emphasis on UN Convention protection and humanitarian law. 

January 
8 

Earth's Rotation Day 
Léon Foucault's 
Pendulum Experiment 

Observes Earth's rotational motion; commemorates Léon Foucault's 
historic 1851 pendulum experiment at Paris Panthéon (175th 
anniversary in 2026); 28 kg brass bob suspended from 67-meter wire 
provided first direct proof of Earth's rotation; Earth rotates west to 
east at ~1,670 km/h at equator. 

January 
8-11 

Somnath Swabhiman 
Parv 

1,000 Years & 75th 
Reconstruction 
Anniversary 

Marks 1,000 years since Mahmud of Ghazni's 1026 attack on 
Somnath Temple; celebrates 75th post-independence 
reconstruction anniversary; PM Modi participated with Omkar 
mantra chanting at Prabhas Patan, Veraval, Gujarat; demonstrates 
national pride and cultural preservation. 

January 
9 

Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas (PBD) 

Non-Resident Indian 
Day 

Biennially observed on January 9; recognizes contributions of 
overseas Indian community; commemorates Gandhi's return from 
South Africa (1915); MEA's flagship event introduced in 2003; holds 
biennial theme-based conventions since 2015; 18th PBD in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha (Jan 8-10, 2025); 19th scheduled for 2027; 
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award honors exceptional NRI 
contributions. 

January 
9-12 

Viksit Bharat Young 
Leaders' Dialogue 
(VBYLD) 2026 

Youth Leadership & 
National Priorities 

2nd VBYLD at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi; PM Modi's interaction 
with young leaders; focused on ten national priority themes: Fit 
Bharat, Start-up India, Youth in Democracy, Women-Led 
Development, Cultural Diplomacy, Innovation with Tradition, 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, Sustainable Agriculture, Green Viksit Bharat, 
Future-Ready Workforce. 

January 
10 

World Hindi Day 
Hindi Language 
Promotion 

Promotes Hindi language awareness and honors contributors; 
established June 8, 2005; January 10 marks first Hindi use in UNGA 
(1949); commemorates first World Hindi Conference (1975, Nagpur) 
inaugurated by PM Indira Gandhi; Hindi adopted as Government of 
India language (1950) under Article 343 in Devanagari script; ranked 
among top four most-spoken languages with 600+ million speakers. 
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Date Day/Observance Theme/Description Key Details 

January 
11-17 

National Road Safety 
Week 

Sadak Suraksha Jeevan 
Raksha 

37th observance in 2026; marks responsible driving and pedestrian 
protection; first introduced in 1989 by Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways; 2026 theme: "Sadak Suraksha Jeevan Raksha" (Road 
Safety, Life Safety); promotes citizen awareness and traffic safety 
measures. 

January 
12 

National Youth Day 
Swami Vivekananda's 
Birth Anniversary 

Commemorates Swami Vivekananda's birth anniversary (163rd in 
2026); established in 1984 marking 1949 Constituent Assembly 
decision; first celebrated January 12, 1985; celebrates youth 
potential and national development contribution. 

January 
14 

Armed Forces 
Veterans' Day 

Veterans' Honor & 
Sacrifice 

10th Armed Forces Veterans' Day in 2026; honors courage and 
sacrifices of Indian Army, Navy, Air Force veterans; celebrates Field 
Marshal K.M. Cariappa's retirement (January 14, 1953); 34 Rajya 
Sainik Boards and 434 Zila Sainik Boards organized rallies; SPARSH 
pension help desks and ECHS healthcare counters nationwide. 

January 
15 

Indian Army Day 2026 
Grand Parade & 
Military Display 

78th Indian Army Day celebrated with grand parade at Mahal Road, 
Jaipur, Rajasthan (first time outside New Delhi and military 
cantonment); featured over 30 contingents, 7 major marching units, 
newly raised Bhairav Battalion with Nepal Army Band participation. 

January 
16 

National Startup Day 
2026 

10 Years of Startup 
India 

India celebrated 10 years of Startup India; PM Modi addressed 
startup founders at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi; unveiled 5th 
National Startup Awards (NSA 5.0) results and State Reforms 
Framework (SRF 5.0) across 20 categories recognizing startups from 
Tier-I and Tier-III cities. 

January 
19 

National Disaster 
Response Force 
Raising Day 

21st NDRF Raising Day 

21st NDRF Raising Day observed commemorating establishment of 
world's largest disaster response force on January 19, 2006; PM Modi 
and Union Minister Amit Shah extended greetings; NDRF organized 
blood donation camp highlighting humanitarian commitment and 
service. 

January 
23 

Parakram Diwas 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's Birth 
Anniversary 

Observed nationwide on January 23 marking Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's birth anniversary; marked with patriotic programmes and 
educational activities; date remains same yearly as linked to Netaji's 
birth anniversary; celebrates courage, sacrifice, and patriotic spirit. 

January 
24 

National Girl Child 
Day 

Rights, Education & 
Well-being 

Observed annually on January 24 to raise awareness about girls' 
rights, education, health, and well-being; highlights importance of 
equal opportunities and challenges faced by girls; emphasizes 
empowering girls essential for strong, progressive nation; supports 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme. 

January 
24 

International Day of 
Education 

Education as 
Fundamental Right 

Observed annually on January 24 to recognize education's 
transformative power; emphasizes education as fundamental human 
right and key driver of social, economic, cultural development; 
promotes inclusive, equitable education for all. 

January 
25 

National Voters Day 
Election Commission of 
India Foundation Day 

Observed annually on January 25; 16th observance in 2026; marks 
Election Commission of India (ECI) foundation day, constitutional 
body conducting free and fair elections; promotes electoral 
participation and democratic values; Sunday observance in 2026. 

January 
25 

National Tourism Day 
India's Tourism Sector 
& Cultural Heritage 

Observed annually on January 25; celebrates tourism's importance in 
economic growth and development; recognizes role in heritage 
preservation and cultural exchange; encourages exploring India's rich 
diversity with responsible, sustainable travel practices. 

January 
26 

Republic Day 2026 
150 Years of Vande 
Mataram 

77th Republic Day celebrated under "150 Years of Vande Mataram" 
theme; showcases defense and cultural prowess; celebrates 
adoption of Indian Constitution on January 26, 1950; grand parade 
features armed forces, cultural performances, and state tableaux 
demonstrations. 
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Obituaries (National/International) of January 2026 
 

NATIONAL 
 

S.No Person Name Field Born Place Key Notes 

1 Suresh Kalmadi 
Politics & Sports 

Administration 
Madras 

Passed away on January 6, 2026 at age 81 in Pune, 

Maharashtra (born May 1, 1944); senior Indian National 

Congress leader and former Union Minister of State; served 

as pilot in Indian Air Force (1964-1974); became President of 

Indian Youth Congress in 1977; served three terms in Rajya 

Sabha since 1982; represented Pune constituency in Lok 

Sabha; served as MoS for Railways (1995-1996); President of 

Indian Olympic Association (1996-2012); appointed Life 

President in 2016 

2 Manoj Kothari Sports - Cue Sports 
Tirunelveli, 

Tamil Nadu 

Passed away in January 2026 at age 67 in Tirunelveli, Tamil 

Nadu; Former World Billiards Champion; pioneering figure 

in Indian cue sports; current chief national coach; two-time 

IBSF World Billiards Champion (1990 and World Doubles 

Championship 1997 with Ian Williamson); served as national 

coach of Indian billiards team since 2011; won State 

Champion title 16 times; received Major Dhyan Chand 

Award (2005), Lifetime Achievement Award from IBSF 

(2025), and recognition from West Bengal and Calcutta 

Sports Journalists Club 

3 
Kabindra 

Purkayastha 
Politics Silchar, Assam 

Passed away on January 7, 2026 at age 94 in Silchar, Assam 

(born December 15, 1931); veteran Bharatiya Janata Party 

leader; former Union Minister of State for Communications; 

joined RSS in 1951; founding member of BJP who 

strengthened organizational base in Assam and Northeast; 

three-time MP from Silchar (1991, 1998, 2009); served as 

Union MoS for Communications (1998-1999) under PM Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee 

4 Madhav Gadgil 
Ecology & 

Conservation 

Pune, 

Maharashtra 

Passed away on January 8, 2026 at age 83 in Pune, 

Maharashtra (born April 24, 1942); Ecologist, Scholar, and 

Conservationist; recognized as father of modern Indian 

ecology; founding faculty member of Centre for Ecological 

Sciences at IISc Bengaluru; served as Professor of Ecology 

(1981-2005); appointed Chairman of Western Ghats Ecology 

Expert Panel (2010); authored over 250 papers on ecology 

and conservation; received Padma Shri (1981), Padma 

Bhushan (2006), Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement 

(2015), and UN Champion of Earth Award (2024) 

5 
Davinder Singh 

Garcha 
Sports - Hockey 

Amritsar, 

Punjab 

Passed away at age 73 in Jalandhar, Punjab (born December 

7, 1952 in Amritsar); Former Indian hockey player; 1980 

Moscow Olympics gold medalist; played over 30 

international matches scoring 19 goals in 3 major 

tournaments; scored 8 goals across 6 matches in 1980 

Olympics contributing to India's record 8th Olympic gold 

defeating Spain 4-3; honored with Major Dhyan Chand 

Award (2021); post-playing career promoted hockey as 

President of Olympian Surjit Hockey Society and Mohinder 

Singh Munshi Hockey Tournament 
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